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Political Letters 


OND ON boa. 
Nr U MBE R XIX. 
| =” the Author of the London Journal 


EY 8 | by, ©1720; 
—— Rang Needles Tbought: 
2 * there can be no ſuch Thing as 
D | 4 — z and no ſuch Thing 
publick Liberty, without 
Tac 0 of Speech; which is 
the Right of every Man, as 
far as by it, he does not * 
or controul the Right of ano- 
tber: And this is the the only 
Check ie capt” to ſuffer, and the r 


ought to 
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els dae, W wad: 9 52 the 917 
5 of; a. Nation, muſt begin by ſubduitig ch 
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| bis N was "to wel known, to The Court t of 
Ning Charles the Firſt, Þo » kb wicked Miniſtry pro» 


cured a Proclamation, bid the Peo le to talk | 
To t the undouhte 4 ” and 
defend bis Majeſty's -legal ww was 15 | 
DiſaffeEion, and puniſhed as Sedirion. Nay, Pen- 
e ion in their Families: 


le were forbid to * 
f Fre the Prieſts had combinecf wirh the Minifters to 


up Tyranny, and ſuppreſs Truth and the Law. 


ke Ng James, we DOT of Fork, w 
aa 10 Mats, Met were Hel K 


undone, for faying he was a kapiſt: * chat R 
Chartr: the Second might live more ſecurely a 
there was an Act of Parliament made, declaring 
Treaſon to ſay that he was ỹ . 

That Men 13 4 to Green well of their Governours, 


X upon the Inteteſt 
it is the Part 

Sake alone all 2 
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1 * Governours of Man dread what 1 1s 
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— — ſuffered unjuſtly. 


felt Miniſter bf Rome, does not accuſe the 
for examining his Conduct, bur approved his Iuno- 


"Ante omnes de 'proveratione A 
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0 he Lo 


3 — 776 udgment and 11 

le, who * 1 phblick Proceedings vs 
{crprion, and cenfured thoſe who adminiftred 
;fuch Equiry and Milgneſs, that in the 
hes Hundred Years, nat Five pulick Ai 
Indeed, whenever the 
bern te agrees to iolence, the grear Ones had 
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Hr day dreads Liberty of Speech, which 
rod 15 its lurking Holes, and 
y and Horrour to Rs hehe 5 
Cincinpans, and other dertuous and vndeſgn- 
| ep Nie reg of ihe Reman Commonwealth; _ 
. re fear from-Liberry of Speech. Thejy + 
Fw0ms Administration, the | yas. ir . NN Se 

oe it brighrep'd and gain'd b y Rnq 

N in Particular, was accuſed upon 
"Grands of affeting the Diadem; be, 
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— the 


Hoge in a Speech to them; and gave ſuch Saisfac- 
tion ro them, and gained ſuch Popularity re himſeif. 
that they gave him a new Name; ind cognomen fac- 


um Publicole e; ro denote that he was their Favon. 


rite and their Friend L deinde lege 


SU "MAG1- 
4D POPULUM, Liviz, lib, 2. 


ic Wards took Wer Fan, Rene; 
; of irs Liberty, loſt alſo iti Freedom' of 
Speech; then Mens Words began do be feared and 
Fee and then firſt began the 'po1/onour Race of 
Informers, baniſhed indeed under rhe righteous At- 
. of Tiens, Nero, Tan, Aursliut, &c. 

t encouraged and enfiched under the eile Miniſtry 
£ anni, We Pall; and 'Clrantter ; Nuri 
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; were the Chief Miniſters and Betrayers of Edward the 
Kon, would have denen why ſtopped 


are} fringe ad — To 2 
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n velis,” & qi * ſentias dicre Ficee : 4 revs" : 
e, when Wo: rb rhink whar yow would; and 8 
what you thought. r 52 N. * 
he” 22 was the Opinion and Pradiice-of- hd © 
ne and virtuous 'Timoleon, the Deliverer ohe 
ar City of Hracuſe from Slavery.” He being ac- 
uſed by Demanctus, à popular Orator, in a full AC. 


the Reign of foe of the: Princes abovemeor 


Kab of the People, of ſereral Miſddemeanors com: 
0 ined by him while he wzs General, gave no other 


Anſwer, than that He was highly obliged to the Gods | 


e is Ret that he had often mate to 


„that be 


migbi live to ſee the uſians 


1e 52 
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nd the great M: Miesel, 


tles than any Reman Captain of his Age, being c- 


uſed by the Sracuſians, while he was now a fourth 
ime Conſul, of having done them Indignities and 


| Hole Wrongs, : contrary to the: League, roſe from 
his Seat in rhe Senate, as ſoon as the Charge agaiot 
him was opened, and paſſing (as a private Man) in- 
to the Place where the Accuſed were wont to make 


their Defence, gave free Liberty to the a 


to Impeach him; which, when: rhey had done, he 


and they went ont of the Court together to attend 


the Iſſue of the Cauſe: Nor did he expreſt the leaſt 
1 ee Reſentment towards theſe his Accuſers.; 
but 


Protection. Had be been Guilty, he would neither 
bare ſne wn ſuch Tempet or Courage. 


ng acquiĩtted, received theit City- into his 


1 doubt not bur Old Spencer and tu ben. bo 


che 
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ublickl halal, 59. Qrder 3 public 
That King James ue F and TIRE 1 ; 


only ſo-far-hucrful. ro him, as it was true 
Ho of Straffard had not Peay: 
_ Impeached, he needed not have n Bill of, Aj 
ainder.. If our Directors and their Confederates. 15 
not ſuch Kna ves as the World thinks them let them 
prove to all the World, that rhe World rhinks No nE. 
and that chey are guilty of none of thoſe Villanies 
- which-alb the World lays to their Charge. Others. 
too who Would be thonght to have no Parc. of cheir 
Guilt, 41 before they are thought innocent. 
e ys that they did all chat was in their Power to 
| prevent that Guile and to check theic Proceedings. s 
Freedom of Speech is the great Bulwark, of Li- 
5 berry; z they proſper and die together: And it iq the 
Terror oi Trators and Oppreſſors, and a Barrier a- 
geinſt them, It produces excellent Writers, and 
encourages Men of fige Genius. Tacitus tells us, that 
_ - the: Roman; Commonwealth, bred great and nu 
rdus Authors, who writ with equal Boldneſs 20 B. 
loquence: Bur when it was enſlaved,” choſe great 
Ws were no more Rogen belatum apud Ac- 
tium; atque omnem peteſtatem ad unum conferri, pacis 
interfuit magna illa Ingenia ceſſere. Tyraauy had u- 
ſurped the Place of Equality, which is the Soul of 
Liberty, and deſtroyed. publick Courage, The 
Minds. of Megs coriged by.uojuſt boner degenera- 
ted imo all che Vileneſs e of. Servjtude: 
Adieck Syfophancy:and blind. Submiſſion. grew the 
| a Mean: of Prefermenss, and alf Ve ; 
| Men 
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AI. Miniſtries, therefore, who were 7, or 

8 to be O e bave ber 10 in wein | 
mplaints again Freedom ef Speech, and the Li- 

cenſe of rhe Preſs; and always reſtrained, or eudea · 


„ or 
voured to reſtrain, Boch. Ia conſequence of this they 


have brow-beaten Writers, and puniſhed them vio- 
. Tehtly, and againſt Law, and burns their Works; by 


all which, they ſhew'd, how much Truth 
em, and bow much they were at e 1 94 


Ten 
"There i 1 famons Taſtance of this in Leite. 
tells us, that Cremutius Cordus, Bean b 
57 2 Brutus and =. 
nus, Firſt Miniſter, a Wap inferioue Syco . 
in the Conrr of Tiberius; who, conſcious . te 
own 83 nook the __ beſtowed on Ts 
wort oman; to be ſa man aches 
at themſelves: They Tabs e of. the. Bock 
ro the Senate, which, being'now anly che Machine. 
of Tyranny, condemned ir 46. be burnt. But this 
did not prevent ĩts ſpreading —— Libros o 
cenſuere Patres, fed manſerant derultari & eats ; ; belog 
cenſured, it was the more aſter. Fes 
ſays Tecitus, we may wonder at- the Stupidity of 
Stateſmen, who bope to extinguiſh," by the 1 
theit 
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' the Puniſhment of good "Writes gains L 
22 Writings. 2 is ini N 
e ee e ae, Nor Ml 6 

u e Government, who practiſed impolitick' S8. 
verity, get day Thiog by i | 


105 «fo is an Obſtrvatien of 
Reget, qui ea 
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in the promiſed Iſland, might be all Blacks, be- 


| raiſe be would fel ben. And this ers to de the | 


firſt modeſt, and, as I think, the only reaſonable Defire 
of 8 7 


at the Expence and Fatigue of Body and Conſcience; 


which is neceſſary to lead « Faftion, only v0 be Yiſtur- | 
bed and annoyed by them. ae e (8. hes! 


A very great Authority bas told us, chat Us worth 
no Man's time to ferve 4 Party: Unleſs he can now 
nud then ger good Fobs by it. This, T ean ſafely van 

has been the conſtant Prineiple and Practice of every © 


leuding Patriot ever ſince I have beem capable of 


obſerving publick Tranſactions; the primum Mobile, 


the e and Omege of alltheir nne They at 
| to have in view. ohly- the Publick- God, yer 
every one ſhewed he only meant his emn; and all 


the while the grear as well as little Mobb, the pro- 
cermm turba Mobilium, contend as fiercely” for their 


Lenders, as if their Happineſs or Miſety 2 — 
deen the * the Cheaths; or Title of the Perſons 


them. ' Thus the High- 


pſi who 1 Pray, Sir, 4 
Money why amet elſe == * 
den . : . 


The 


your Watch and 
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of all Parties; for nd Man will 1 85 5 
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_  ovwld liſt; themſelves in their Quarrels, a 
their Battles, and this tos often at the 


vi ä — OE or re AA ee Be ae 


tions, and ſometimes none at all, ſhould promote 
wild, villanous Projects, to che Ruin of themſelves 
and Country, by making precarious their on Titles 


fo ſtupendious, that ĩt muſt be thought impoſſible, 


if daily Experience did want een chat ix is 
| mbe:than: 
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8 hn Noon = wy , 
* cheſe Betrayers of cheir Country get, the . 
People muſt looſe ; and what is worſe, muſt looſes 
2 get z for ſuch 
eee, and Exrortiom cannot be facceſsfully:car» 
ried on, withotr deftroying or iajuring Trade, per- 
-Juſtice,; ; "corrupting the Guardians of 4 
Liberty, and the almoſt vu Diſſolution of 
Principles of Government. 1 


— 


Few can receive the Advantages /arifing * 


publick Misforrunes, and rherefore merhinks-few 


_ ſhould defice them. Indeed, I can -eatily ſee: how 


Men of deſperate Cireumſtances or Men-guilry of 
defpecate:Crimes, eau find their Account in agene- 


ral Coufaſion of all Things. I can ſee how thoſe 
' Priefts who aim at Tyrranny, can find their Iarereft 
in; the Loſs of publick Liberty, in the Reſtraint of 
the Preſs, and by introducing a Religion which de- 


ſtroys Chriſtianity: There are Reaſons too at band, 


why ambitious Men per fas & nefas ſnould graſp at 


the Poſſe/ivn of — Wealth, high Honours, 


— Power; but that the Gentry, the 


Body of ihe People in a free Nation, ſhould become 
che Tools and Inftruments of Knaves and Pie rail 


and 
by ther Violation of good Neighbourhood, ndr Re- 
lation, private 'Frieadſhipz - that Men of great E- 
ſtates aud Quality, for ſmall and trifliag Conſidera - 


to their Lives, Eſtates and Liberties, is ſomething 


ſſible : 0 iN 531} $87 
LT have ſeen honeſt: Tories ifaolihly defend. 


_— knaviſh 'Fordes, and untainted ig. protecting 
corrupt big, even in Inſtances where they act- 
N — of all big.; 


aud by that 


— — _—— 
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Ince ee 


. thar they take. only different Meaſures v ann 
fame gods j that they have but — 


a; 1e is Mig and ger U 
3 the y had no Prino-· 
yy at all bur were only à factidus Combination 

R * v4) wrt, 2; 08 
n rente rims; 2.4 


Pos 3 
Fang. — Dougbr and — 
their ;Drivers':- Let them cenſe to be 2. 
Sheep, and they will uot be uſed- like Cabos and 
Sheep; If rſwaded no und then to 
confer Notes, they will wy that 8 
the” Differences : between them ate not inatevia} 


which is the Iutereſt of their > — rr that 55, 


to be freed from © reſſion, and to puniſh theit 


Oppreſſorsz whoſe on the contrary; will 
always be to form Parties, and blow) up Factions to 
murual-Animolities, that __ m_ ind: Proreftion 
in thoſe Animofiries. - IS Aru bx - = 
$5 e e Genen ſuffer ——— — | 
be ſer together by the Ears, and make. Crowds, 
which are the Harveſts of Pickpockets: Let us learn 


to valne an honeſt Man of. another Parry more chan 
1. Knabe of out on Let the only Contention be, 
ho ſhall be moſt ready to ſpew our their.own 


Rogues; and I will be anſwerable, all other Dif. 
Foe ern Jet be at an End, — 
no as Party. row mm we 
had, bpm rs bo by thoſe we truſted 
Tbec che Villahy and Kuaviſſi Deſigns of Leaders 


| this Naden has loft ſeveral glorious Opportuni 
of :refeu 


the Conſtiruriod, and ſettling 
firm and ſolid Basis; lex us not — by the 


like Practices, loaſe the preſear favourable 
Let us make Earnings of our Misfortunes, and ac- 
—— Oalamities as an 


our Dia iy e re ſa ve our ſel 
ad le — foo % and . N 


iry thrown into 
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n ſo a ſtes Covernmeot is not 10. 
but by deſtroying Bu’, Seu: Let us therefore 
pur on a Reſolution equal to tha mighty Occaſion: 
Let us exert a Spirit werthy of Nin, worthy of 
Freemen, who deſerve: Liberty, Let us take Ad- 
vamage of the Oppormaticy vehile Mens Reſent 

boil high, whilſt leſfer Animaſties ſeem ta be 
aſide, and moſt Men are fick of Party nnd. Pare 
Leaders; and let us by all Methods e 


rily puniſn the e _ EA 


all Mankind. . 
Loet oicher. privare / 
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s, Who took 7 — Ong iis 
22 chat he tad BETRAYED 
Sign 
or Anceſtors ſeem co have well-milerftood'rhis. 
| Wu by dhe ſevere Laws 

mie | „eagle deteſtable* Crime; which un 
lefs ſeverely- — might'ſoor have made this” . 
e ;a deſart Spot of Ground. 
King cmnu the Dane, Cap. 131 
1 That if a en, be ſhits 
Ar the Aﬀfee hobdke 4 —— j 
| the Aſſires ho — 723. E 
Wie Wee C: . of che Vingst Bench, > Aro 
net 4 Pribe of 98 J. from Dive dee 

Wik ok 7 po againſt them, the King r 
| ory bim for the Bribery And 4. 24. 

3. Sir lim was ſentenced 2 hanged; an 
21 E —— Goods and —— For- 
filed. This Sentence was afrerwards affirmed by 
the Houſe of Lords, and it is warranted by | 
ty of Parliament, #; $0. Bye mh tenets, wir Wave 
Thus ſtood the Law in the Time of Edvirdith 

Third. My Lord Colg i indeed ſays, This Prec 
| l not v fe followed owed; but as he ces no A of 

Parliament that has revealed that Statute of 20 E. 
we may venture to ſay the Laws ſtand ſo ar thir Dey; 
and ſuch as have read che Hiſtory of the Tirges; in 
Tealrp, 614 ont the Reaſon, why SED 

ty, find out the i | 

not have this Precedent p51 of * 4 

The Statute of the rn of 4 commands no 
Chancellour, Treafurer, Keeper of the Privy-Seal, Coun- 
Sellour to the King, King's Serjeants, or other Officer, ot 
e 
_ der the ey of i rleiting treble the to the. 

Naur , latisfying the Parry, being puniſhed a x the, 
Kings! Pleaſ rl of being rendered incapable'o 
any Place * Ty for he future. This Statute 
8 gives the T 2 Parr of the Sum. pes 


be, ro the Informer, who, ig this n ſues 


. 
<L 


9 2 12 435 $33 > BE. dd do: 


(19) 
bimſelf, as. well as for the King ; aud therefore the 
King cannot grant a Ni Proſequs, the . 
having a Right ro the 5 Farr given din by AZ * 

Parliament.- - 
_ This Suns ofthe 11thof 4; nockhaving ben 
any Notice of the 20h E. 3. chat Act. ill remains 
np Wark for, 1 think es e ee fans: 
8 A of Parliament cannot be * repealed *. 
a5 latter, unleſs. by expreſs Wards. -- Ay", 775 
By the Statute of the 12h R 24. i the Lord Tees 
ſurer, for any Gift, make any Cuſtomer, 
or any. Officer or Minifter ; this 1s Bribery. He 
onghr; according to chat Statute, make all ſuch Offi- 
cers and Miniſters of the beſt and moſt /awful Men, 
and, ſufficient for their Eftimatjon E 
An excellent Law (ſays my Lord Coke). 
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